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A New Year Reflection 
 

The wise man of Ecclesiastes said, “Remember also your Creator in the days of 
your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near of which you will 
say, ‘I have no pleasure in them’” (Eccl. 12:1). 

 In January, the year is young and the opportunities seem fresh. So many 
productivity gurus preach a gospel of self-empowerment, but as gospel people, we 
know the fragility of human life. We know every breath is a miracle, a gift given to 
us by our Creator. 
 I love the words of hymnwriter Thomas Obediah Chisholm (1866-1960): 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
   Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
   To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
 In a tumultuous world, creation itself reminds of God’s great faithfulness. 
Every new season is a testimony, a signpost, to grace. So, the proper response to 
the past year, whether good or bad, is not “I made it through” or “Look what I 
achieved.” It is “Thank you, Lord. 
 ”New Year’s should also be a time of renewing old commitments, like 
marriage, family, and church. Before we begin grand plans to lose weight or 
develop a new skill - good creational goals - let’s begin by renewing the core 
commitments we already have. 
 Our most vital work is what we do within the walls of our homes - loving our 
spouses and raising our children in an atmosphere of godliness and grace. We live 
out the gospel best when we live it out in the daily rhythms of repentance and 
forgiveness with loved ones. We must reject the lie that says success requires 
abandoning family commitments. 
 The local church is the locus of God’s mission in the world, where we gather 
in community to declare Christ’s kingship each week, and where we work out our 
salvation in fear and trembling (Phil. 2:12). 
 Commitments to marriage, family, and church don’t always look or feel 
significant. But faithfulness in these core things over a long period is a radical, 
countercultural life. They form the habits of a disciple and show the world what it 
looks like to be a Christian. 
 Happy New Year! 

~Canon Victor (Drawn from a talk by Daniel Darling) 

Requiescant In Pace 
 

Please remember in your prayers the family and many friends of Derek Alcorn, 
Annatrim, who died on Thursday 4th December 2025, and was laid to rest in 
Annatrim on Sunday 7th. 
 

May he rest in peace, and rise in glory 



 

 

New Cashel, Ferns and Ossory 
Diocesan website 

The new Diocesan website is now live. 
The website has been refreshed to make it 
easier to navigate and to provide clear, up-
to-date information about the Diocese of 
Cashel, Ferns and Ossory, including news, 
resources, diocesan structures, schools, 
and contacts. To help parishioners access 
the site easily, we have created a QR code 
which links directly to the new website. 
Using the QR code allows people to 
access the diocesan website quickly on 
their phones and helps ensure they are 
directed to accurate diocesan information. 

~Shane Reynolds 

https://cfodiocese.ie/ 
 

Marriage Course 
The Church of Ireland Marriage Council 
and Alpha Ireland present: The Zoom 
Marriage Course, on Tuesdays at 8pm 
beginning on January 6th, 2026. 

Contact: tanya@alphaireland.org to book 
your place. 
 The Marriage Course is a series of 
seven sessions, designed to help couples 
invest in their relationship and build a 
strong marriage. It offers practical support 
and is designed to help couples build 
strong foundations, learn to communicate 
more effectively and resolve differences 
well. 
 

Fellowship Service  
The Fellowship Service takes place in 
Lacca Church on the second Thursday of 
every month at 8pm. All are welcome! 

 
Mountrath Badminton Club 

2025 - 2026 Season:  
Badminton Training is on every Tuesday & 
Thursday evenings. Juvenile Training (Age 
8+ - 16 years old) Juvenile Training 
sessions will be at 7.00pm to 8.00pm. 
Entry Fee €3.00 per child/student.  
 Adult Training sessions will be at 
8.00pm to 10.00pm in Mountrath 
Community School Hall. Eircode: 
R32AK27. Entry Fee: €5.00 per person. 
 Please contact Joseph Hargroves 
(086)3580077 or Wendy Carry (087)
1787245.  
 
 

Tractor Run – 28th December 
Don’t forget the school Tractor Run on 28th 
December, which we are very excited about. 
 Joe Shirley will lead the auction in the 
evening, which will include a very special signed 
item from a well-known sports figure: a signed golf 
shirt from professional golfer Shane Lowry, fresh 
from his Ryder Cup victory, generously made 
available in support of Clonenagh National School. 
 This very special item will be auctioned in 
Hogans Bar Coolrain at 8pm, with all proceeds going 
directly to the school. 
 If you’d like to "putt "your name forward early 
and place a bid ahead of the auction - all enquiries are very welcome. 
 You can also contact us on 0863919163. 
 Thank you for your continued support - every bid helps drive our school 
forward. 



 

 

December 
28th Sunday…..…….Clonenagh National School Annual Tractor Run 
       & Auction 
 

January 
 

6th Tuesday…..…….Closing date for Diocesan Magazine Notes 
8th Thursday.……......Lacca Fellowship Service 
21st Wednesday......Closing date for February 2026 Newsletter 

January 
Sunday 

4
th

 
The Second 
Sunday of 
Christmas 

Jeremiah 31: 7-14 
Psalm 147: 13-21 
Ephesians 1: 3-14 
John 1: 10-18 

Roskelton 
9.30am 

Holy Communion 

Seir Kieran 
9.30am 

Morning Prayer 

Lacca 
10.30am 

Holy Communion 

Borris-in-
Ossory 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 

Mountrath 

11.30am 
Holy Communion 

Sunday 

11
th

 
The First 

Sunday after 
The Epiphany 

Isaiah 42: 1-9 
Psalm 29 
Acts 10: 34-43 
Matthew 3: 13-17 

Seir Kieran 
9.30am 

Holy Communion 

Annatrim 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 

Mountrath 

11.30am 
Morning Prayer 

Sunday 

18
th

 
The Second 
Sunday after 
The Epiphany 

Isaiah 49: 1-7 
Psalm 40: 1-12 
1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 
John 1: 29-42 

Roskelton 
9.30am 

Morning Prayer 

Seir Kieran 
9.30am 

Morning Prayer 

Borris-in-
Ossory 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 

Mountrath 
11.30am 
Morning Prayer 

Lacca 
4.00pm 

Service of 
the Word 

Sunday 

25
th

 
The Third 

Sunday after 
The Epiphany 

Isaiah 9: 1-4 
Psalm 27: 1, 4-12 
1 Corinthians 1: 10-18 
Matthew 4: 12-23 

Mountrath 

11.30am 
Holy Communion   

Annatrim 
11.00am 
Morning Prayer  

Items for the February 2026 Newsletter need to be with the editor by Wednesday 
January 21st AT THE LATEST, so that the Newsletter can be assembled in time 
for the Fourth Sunday, January 25th. 
PLEASE make your item as ready for publication as possible, and please ensure that 
names are spelled correctly. 
Ideally, items should be submitted by e-mail to- newsletter@clonenagh.com 
Otherwise to- Ivor Clegg, Cloncourse, Mountrath, Co. Laois. 057-8621277/087-2522162 


